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 Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Contemporary Worship 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 18, 2021 

 

Resurrection Affirmation 
 
Welcome to all who gather to worship the LORD this day!  Friends, we wel-
come you in the name of the one God who has defeated death forever by raising Jesus 
from the tomb. We too now walk in new life. 
 

If you are a guest, please take one of the visitor bags at the Welcome Center counter 
at the front entrance.   
 

As We Gather 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?” (Luke 
24:38). These are questions our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ asked of 
His disciples in another resurrection appearance after that first Easter morn-
ing. They are questions that could also be asked of us numerous times in our 
daily lives as we face trouble and doubts. Yet as Jesus kept on appearing, 
He kept on showing them Himself, and more than that, He continued to 
teach and remind them that all that was written was fulfilled in and through 
Him. Though we cannot physically touch His hands and side, each time we 

gather, Jesus continues to speak to us, affirming His work, the Word fulfilled, and the 
worth of humanity for whom He came. Amid troubles and doubts, through Christ, we can 
“see what kind of love the Father has given to us” (1 John 3:1). 
 

Welcome 
 

Memory Verse of the Month: “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he 
saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salva-
tion.” (Isaiah 25:9) 
 

Opening Song 
KING OF KINGS 
In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope without light 
Til from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes. 
 
To fulfill the law and prophets 
To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 
To a cradle in the dirt 
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Chorus: Praise the Father praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of glory Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 

To reveal the kingdom coming  And to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation  You did not despise the cross 
For even in Your suffering   You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation  Jesus for our sake You died  Chorus 
 

And the morning that You rose  All of Heaven held its breath 
Til the stone was moved for good  For the Lamb has conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs  And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who’d come to the Father are restored   
 

And the church of Christ was born  Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this gospel truth of old  Shall not kneel shall not faint 
By His blood and in His name  In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ  Who has resurrected me  Chorus 
 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 

By Naomi Batya/Sophie Conty ©1980 Marantha! Music  CCLI # 806791 

 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Celebration of Baptism: Peter Allan Larsen, son of Tim and Libby Larsen 
 
Invocation  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

During the Rite of Baptism, the congregation confesses the faith of the church on behalf of 
the candidate who is not yet capable of articulating the faith: 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil? 
People: Yes, I renounce him. 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce all his works? 
People: Yes, I renounce them. 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce all his ways? 
People: Yes, I renounce them. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 
People: Yes, I believe. 
 
 



4                                                                          Contemporary 

 

 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ...judge the living and the dead? 
People: Yes, I believe. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit...and the life everlasting? 
People: Yes, I believe. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

Pastor: In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People: at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 

Pastor: I will extol You, O Lord, for You have drawn me up 
People: and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
 

Pastor: O Lord my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 
People: O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to life 

from among those who go down to the pit. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 
Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament:  Acts 3:11–21 (Peter preaches salvation through Christ.) 
 

Epistle: 1 John 3:1–7 (We are God’s children now.)  
 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 24:36–49 (Amid disciples’ doubts, the resurrected Christ affirms  
the fulfillment of God’s Word.) 

        
Theme Song  

HOW THE DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 
 

How great the pain of searing loss. The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen One bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 
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It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life. I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ: His death and resurrection. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer. 
But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom.  Repeat 
 

By Stuart Townend CCLI #806791 © 1995 Thankyou Music 

 
Sermon: “A Now and Forever Love” by Pastor Michael Hanson 
 

Apostles’ Creed   
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 

 The Sacrament of the Altar  
 

Prayer of Preparation and Lord’s Prayer 
    

People: Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  
Words of Institution 
 

Peace of the LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
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Communion Song 
GOODNESS OF GOD 
I love You, Lord  For Your mercy never fails me 
All my days, I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up  Until I lay my head 
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

And all my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so, so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

I love Your voice  You have led me through the fire 
In the darkest night  You are close like no other 
I've known You as a Father  I've known You as a Friend 
And I have lived in the goodness of God (yeah) 
 

And all my life You have been faithful (oh) 
And all my life You have been so, so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God (yeah) 
 

Cause Your goodness is running after  It's running after me 
Your goodness is running after  It's running after me 
With my life laid down  I'm surrendered now 
I give You everything  'Cause Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me (oh-oh) 
 

Cause Your goodness is running after  It's running after me 
Your goodness is running after  It's running after me 
With my life laid down  I'm surrendered now 
I give You everything  'Cause Your goodness is running after 
It keeps running after me 
 

And all my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so, so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God 
(I'm gonna sing, I'm gonna sing) 
 

Cause all my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so, so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God  
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God  
 

 CCLI License No. 806791 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Benediction 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
  

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Closing Song 
  

MY LIGHTHOUSE 
In my wrestling and in my doubts  In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through  You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
  
In the silence You won't let go  In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through  You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
  
Chorus: My Lighthouse my Lighthouse   
Shining in the darkness I will follow You oh 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise You will carry me 
Safe to shore, safe to shore  Safe to shore, safe to shore 
  
I won't fear what tomorrow brings  With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through  You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea  Chorus 
  
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms (hey)  (Sing 4x), then Chorus 

 

By 2013 Thankyou Music CCLI Song # 7002032 CCLI License # 806791  

 
Offerings: “Coins for Christ” is an important part of the Mission funding at Pilgrim.  
Through this program all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a mission pro-
ject. During April, “Coins for Christ” is supporting  LCMS World Missions/World 
Health and Human Care. 
 

You may leave your offering in the plate as you enter or exit worship. Thank you for mak-
ing worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 
 



Acts 3:11-21 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the 
people, utterly astounded, ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And 
when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we have made him walk? 
13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you deliv-
ered over and denied in the presence of Pi-
late, when he had decided to release him. 
14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted 
to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in 
his name—has made this man strong whom 
you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect 
health in the presence of you all. 
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But 
what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus 
fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, 
that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that he may send the Christ ap-
pointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must 
receive until the time for restoring all the 
things about which God spoke by the mouth 
of his holy prophets long ago. 
 
1 John 3:1-7 
1 See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children 
now, and what we will be has not yet ap-
peared; but we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, because we shall see 

him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning 
also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
5 You know that he appeared in order to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No 
one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no 
one who keeps on sinning has either seen him 
or known him. 7 Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Whoever practices righteous-
ness is righteous, as he is righteous. 
 
Luke 24:36-49 
36 As they were talking about these things, 
Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were star-
tled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And 
while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you any-
thing here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before 
them. 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
49 And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 


